
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Major integrated projects  
The Queensland Government has committed to 
implement two major integrated projects (MIPs) to: 

 reduce nutrient and pesticide losses into 
waterways in the Wet Tropics region 

 reduce sediment and particulate nutrient losses 
into waterways in the Burdekin region. 

The MIPs will concentrate interventions and 
management efforts at a catchment scale and fully 
evaluate their effectiveness in improving water 
quality. This approach will be trialled in two regions 
from December 2016 until June 2020 to test whether 
it is effective and suitable for broader application.  

The projects will use a suite of complementary 
interventions and tools tailored to improve water 
quality outcomes and optimise uptake by landholders 
in each region. Landholders, local stakeholders and 
their communities will be actively involved in the 
design of projects.  

 

Who will deliver MIPs? 

Terrain NRM and NQ Dry Tropics have been 
engaged to coordinate design of the Wet Tropics and 
Burdekin MIP, respectively. Both groups have 
identified an extensive consortium of partners, 
including industry groups, science institutions, and 
non-government organisations and they have been 

working with them to define capacity and intent of the 
projects. The two natural resource management 
groups will officially launch the MIPs and host a 
series of workshops with producers, local 
stakeholders and communities from early 2017.  

The Department of Environment and Heritage 
Protection (EHP) undertook a rigorous and 
competitive procurement process to select 
coordinators for this project. This included 
assessment of their ability to effectively build on and 
link with existing activities operating in the regions, 
such as the Best Management Practice programs, 
extension, Reef Trust, science and monitoring 
activities. 

EHP will work with Terrain NRM, NQ Dry Tropics, 
their partners and relevant experts to design a 
monitoring framework and undertake fine scale 
monitoring in each region. This monitoring will be 
critical to evaluate the biophysical, social and 
economic outcomes of MIPs.  

Where will MIPs be located? 

The projects will be delivered in areas recognised as 
‘hot spots’ because of their contributions of nutrient, 
pesticide and sediment pollutants to the Great Barrier 
Reef.  

Terrain NRM and NQ Dry Tropics will facilitate this 
project on behalf of their partners to engage with 
landholders and relevant experts in early 2017 to 
determine where MIPs should be located at a sub-
catchment scale. All landholders within chosen sub-
catchments will be encouraged to get involved with 
the MIPs, which includes cane and banana growers 
in the Wet Tropics and graziers in the Burdekin. 

What will the projects do? 

The MIPs will pilot a new approach by delivering a 
mix of ‘tried and tested’ as well as innovative 
approaches to support producers to manage their 
land more sustainably. Landscape restoration 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

activities will also be delivered, as appropriate, to 
improve local water quality and reef health.  

Examples of actions that could be trialled through the 
MIPs include: reducing fertiliser application to match 
what is needed by the crop, implementing improved 
pesticide delivery methods, managing stocking rates 
to match what the land can carry, managing gullies, 
fencing stream banks, and ecosystem repair 
(amongst others).  

The actions chosen will be based on the needs of 
producers and communities that live in project areas. 
While project design will involve landholders and 
local stakeholders to determine the mix and 
sequence of actions from January until June 2017, 
on-ground delivery of actions is expected to 
commence from mid-2017. All landholders in project 
areas will be encouraged to get involved and they 
can choose which actions they’d like to trial on their 
property. 

This new approach will be used in other regions if it 
works to increase capacity of producers to manage 
land more sustainably and improve local water 
quality. 

 

What are the indicative project stages? 

The anticipated project timings are: 

 project establishment and design (December 
2016 until June 2017) 

 implementation (mid 2017 until June 2020)  

 critical evaluation (12 months–4 years). 

More information  

Please email the Office of the Great Barrier Reef 
OfficeoftheGBR@ehp.qld.gov.au at the Department 
of Environment and Heritage Protection. 

For further information on Terrain NRM and NQ Dry 
Tropics, please visit: 

www.terrain.org.au 

www.nqdrytropics.com.au 
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